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DEDICATION. 



This Volume of Lectures is dedicated by permission to 
Captain K. Coote and the officers and men of H.M.S. 
Arethusa, in grateful remembrance of hospitality and 
kindness received during the winter of 1867-68. 

It pleased God to make the cruise a means of 
restoring my health, as well as a source of very great 
pleasure and interest. And being permitted again to 
minister to my own flock, I have endeavoured to make 
them sharers of the benefit, by illustrating the story of 
some of St Paul's travels by land and sea, in a course 
of sermons preached in East Claydon Church. 

Possibly some to whom I was privileged to minister 
on board the Arethusa^ may recognise a few thoughts 
which were then brought before them, and will not 
value them the less because additions have been made, 
which are the result of more careful research in my 
own study. 

I am quite aware how feebly I have handled so 
grand a subject, but I pray that the Master, whom St 
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Paul served so faithfully, may grant His blessing. 
My heart's desire will be fulfilled, if these Sermons 
should lead any future traveller, while visiting the 
harbours of Piraeus, Lutraki, Smyrna, Beyroot, Malta, 
or Naples, to make some eflfort for the spread of the 
gospel in places of such deep interest to the Christian. 
And, I shall be most thankful, if as he sails through the 
islands of the Archipelago, or passes along the shores of 
Italy, Greece, and Asia Minor, they help to remind him 
of the example of St Paul, who, whether he was afloat 
or on shore, consistently lived as a Roman citizen, a 
servant of God, a believer in Jesus, an apostle of the 
Gentiles, a strict observer of the Sabbath, a man of 
prayer, of diligence, of self-denial, of godliness, sobriety, 
and honesty ; whose one object in life and death was 
" to win Christ and be found in Him.*' 

Claydon Rectory, 
Dec, 10, 1868. 
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ATHENS. 



ATHENS. 

AcTSxviL 16, 17. 

% 

" Now^ while Pavl waited for them at Athens, his spirit was 
stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to iddlairy. 
Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with 
the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met 
with himJ* 

Having spent a large portion of the time of my 
absence from Claydon last year, upon the shores of 
the Mediterranean Sea, in visiting some of the scenes 
of St Paulas labours, it is my purpose, God willing, to 
give you, in a course of six sermons, such illustrations 
and confirmations of scripture as were suggested to 
me from time to time. 

I shall endeavour to trace the most important events 
of St PauFs ministry, from his journey to Athens, in 
A.D. 52, to his arrival at Eome, in 62, and his 
martyrdom, in 68. This will give us some idea of his 
missionary work in the principal cities of the Soman 
Empire, and will exhibit the varied charactex oi \c^ 
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ministry among the philosophers of Athens, the mer- 
chants of Corinth, the oriental devotees of Ephesus, 
the Jews at Jerusalem, the barbarous people at Malta, 
and the imperial authorities of Eome. In all of 
which we find the same man, encompassed with 
infirmity, and exposed to the most adverse and hu- 
miliating circumstances, but strengthened by Divine 
grace to accomplish the great work given him to do 
at his conversion and appointment to the apostolic 
oflBce. " He is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my 
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children 
of Israel: for I will show him how great things he 
must suffer for my name's sake," (Acts ix. 15, 16.) 

To-day, we are to cofisider St Paul's visit to Athens. 

Athens was to the Eoman Empire what Oxford and 
Cambridge are to the British nation. It was the 
university of Greece, — the emporium of art and 
science. People from all parts of the world resorted 
there for education — Alexander the Great was for five 
years a pupil of Aristotle ; and we have only to men- 
tion the names of Socrates, Demosthenes, Pericles, 
Thucydides, and Phidias to attest the high standard of 
intellectual and artistic power which Athens had 
attained in philosophy, in poetry, in history, in 
rhetoric, and in art. Under ordinary circumstances 
we might have expected that in sending a mission 
to Athens, the Christian Church would have selected 
a band of her most learned and skilled controver- 
sialists, to make an aggression upon this wise people. 
But this was not the way of Him, who " hath chosen 
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the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, 
and the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty/' Therefore under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, St Paul journeyed by 
himself from Macedonia to Greece, and ** thought it 
good to be left at Athens alone," (1 Thess. iii. 1.) 

And here we may pause to notice the grace given ta 
the apostle. Por judging from his conduct on several 
occasions, we have no reason to regard him as free 
from those feelings of fear and cowardice, which deter 
midtitudes from confessing the faith of Christ crucified. 
On the contrary, we find him to be a man of like 
passions with ourselves; fleeing for his life from 
Damascus, " through a window, let down by the wall in 
a basket ;" confessing how he went to Corinth " in weak- 
ness and in fear, and in much trembliDg */' fearing the 
face of man, but not afraid of death ; fearing not that 
the gospel should fail in its purpose, but that he 
should fail to do its work faithfully, and through his 
ignorance and infirmity, be confounded and silenced 
by its adversaries. Conscious of his insufficiency, yet, 
in the strength of the Lord, and in the power of His 
might, the solitary missionary invades, single-handed 
this stronghold of intellectual pride ; true to his own 
wonderful assertion, " I can do all things through 
Christ, which strengtheneth me." And now, we read 
in our text, " While Paul waited for them at Athens, 
his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city 
wholly given to idolatry.'' And no wonder, for where 
could a greater and more humbling proof be given 
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of the corruption of our nature, than in the fact which 
that city presented, that " man by wisdom knows not 
God ? " Imagine to yourselves what it would be, if, 
with our present convictions of the truth of the gospel, 
we were to enter the city of Oxford, and in the place 
of the chaste and simple towers and spires, with 
churches dedicated to the service and worship of the 
Lord Jesus, we stood before a massive marble pile of 
columns, consecrated to the honour of Jupiter Olympus, 
or, as we walked up the street, we saw colleges with 
their rival Epicurean or Stoic professors, blind leaders of 
the blind, groping in the dark for some glimpses of a life 
beyond the grave, and enforcing no other standard of 
morals than what their perverted imagination and 
heathen mythology taught them. What if we passed 
their theatre with its sculptures of a drunken god a nd 
obscene Pauns, marking but too plainly the debasing 
sensuality of Bacchanalian worship ; or if, instead of the 
martyr's cross with its precious memorial of faithful- 
ness in life and death to Him "whom to know is life 
eternal," we stood beside an altar "to the unknown 
God," would it not be strange if our spirit were not 
stirred within us, and we were not constrained to exclaim 
with the missionary Carey, Have these people souls, and 
must they be miserable for ever ? There is something 
inexpressibly touching when the spirit of a Christian 
is brought into immediate contact with idolatry, and 
especially that of persons who, like the Athenians, have 
received high intellectual culture. To hear the sincere 
appeal of an immortal soul to a block of wood or stone. 
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saying, " Deliver me, for thou art my god," is enough to 
force the tear of pity from the eye, and bring to mind 
the lamentation of the prophet,* " He feedeth on ashes ; 
a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot 
deliver his soul, nor say. Is there not a lie in my right 
hand ? " And whether this bowing down to graven 
images and worshipping them be the formal acts of 
worship among educated or uneducated heathens, or 
among professing Christians, whether Greek, or 
Asiatic, or Eoman, the sight of a reasonable man 
bending the knee to the ideal of a supernatural being 
which he has made with his own hands, must stir 
the spirit, as the spirit of the apostle was stirred 
when he saw the ''city wholly given to idolatry." 
Therefore, without hesitation, he commenced his mis- 
sion, disputing with the Jews in their synagogue, with 
devout persons in their homes, and in the public 
market-place with them that met with him. In that 
favourite resort of the Athenians, under the painted 
porticoes, or in the avenues of trees and statues in the 
broad way which led to the grand entrance of the 
Acropolis, between the two rocky eminencies, the Hill 
of Mars on the right hand, and the Pnyx on the left, the 
apostle was to be seen daily declaring the glad tidings of 
the gospel to the news-loving multitude. He spoke of 
Jesus and the resurrection to the Epicurean materialist 
and to the Stoic spiritualist, equally confuting the 
sensuality of the one and the pantheism of the other. 
There was a depth, and solemnity,. and reality in this 

• * Isa. xliv. 17-20. 
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new doctrine which commanded their respect; and the 
humble missionary was invited not to ascend the plat- 
form of the Pnyx, where the great political orators gave 
their addresses, bat to take the highly honourable office 
of an advocate in the court of Areopagus, the most 
ancient and august tribunal in the world. A greater 
compliment to his doctrine could not possibly have 
been paid. To have taken a street-preacher from 
Earringdon market and have placed him in the pulpit 
of St Paul's Cathedral in London, would fall infinitely 
short of the honour conferred upon the apostle when 
they took him and brought him to Areopagus. Here 
then he stood in the midst of Mars' Hill ; the chief 
judge occupying the seat in a space hewn out of the 
solid rock, apart of which remains to this day; and the 
council and the philosophers, a select audience of the 
noblest and wisest and best of the citizens of Athens, 
occupying the narrow and uneven surface of the rock. 
The magnificent buildings of the city stood on every 
side. The temple of Mars and of Theseus, rows of 
statues of Mercury and of heroes, the three temples of 
the Acropolis, with the Colossal statue of the Tutelar 
goddess overlooking the Parthenon, its helmet and 
spear of brass glittering in the sun, and above all, a 
clear blue sky with an atmosphere of brightness, which 
seems especially to belong to this beautiful spot, — if 
ever there was a combination of external circumstances 
to abash, unnerve, and confuse the preacher, it was 
when the apostle lifted up his eyes and beheld the 
congregation and the scenery which surrounded him. 
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Bat what to others might have been a stumbling-block 
was to him the stepping-stone and basis of his eloquence. 
So far from rudely condemning their science, their arts, 
their poetry, he enlists all on his side ; even their the- 
ology, if such a term may be applied to their idolatry, 
is employed to convince them of its insuflSciency to 
satisfy the cravings of conscience — the thirst of the 
soul for better things. 

This was his first argument. " Ye men of Athens, I 
perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious." Ye 
have a multitude of gods, as all these magnificent temples 
testify; but you are not satisfied. Your desire for more 
is expressed by your dedicating an altar " to the un- 
known God.*' Who, then, is this God whom all the 
wisdom of your philosophers has failed to discover? 
"Whom ye ignorantly worship. Him declare I unto you.'* 
I have news for you who love to hear some new thing. 

This was his second argument. The great God who 
made the world dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands. Heaven and earth cannot contain Him ; how 
much less these temples, which in His sight are as the 
dust in the balance; the living God who giveth life 
and breath and all things is independent of your offer- 
ings. He needs nothing which you can make ; and 
therefore, is not worshipped by the works of men's 
hands. " God is a Spirit, and must be worshipped in 
spirit and in truth." It is not outward ceremony and 
artistic device which honours Him, but the homage of 
the entire heart. And this supremacy and sovereignty 
of the one only true God extends to all nations alike^ 
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for they are all made by Him, all of one blood, all 
descended from one original creation of man — the 
bounds of their habitation, and their times before ap- 
pointed, being determined by Him. And not only so, 
but we have our life in Him, for without Him we have 
neither being nor motion, nor the other functions of 
life. And this some of your poets have acknowledged ; 
and yet, in the face of this simple truth, you think 
that you can make the likeness of God in gold, and 
silver, and stone. What are all these deities which 
surround us but lifeless images, having eyes which see 
not, and ears which hear not ? What are all these 
heroes to whom you ascribe divine honours, but cold, 
silent, motionless statues, which have no power to hear 
or to answer a single prayer offered to them? 

He concluded with this appeal. Until the pre- 
sent moment you have lived in ignorance of these 
things, and the true God has allowed these times 
of darkness to pass away without making any special 
revelation of Himself; but now He commands all men 
everywhere to repent, to acknowledge their ignorance 
by coming to a better mind, and to accept the revela- 
tion He has made of Himself in the person of Jesus 
Christ, by whom " He will judge the world in righteous- 
ness, and of which He hath given assurance unto all 
men in that He hath raised Him from the dead/* 
Up to this point, the assembly listened attentively to 
the things that were spoken, but when the keynote of 
a resurrection from the dead was sounded out, the 
speaker was interrupted. Some whispered, others 
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cried aloud, against the Babbler, — the Epicurean, derid- 
ing the doctrine of a future state, the Stoic, mocking 
the idea of a judgment to come. Others, like Pelix, had 
conscience enough to feel the weight and real import- 
ance of the apostle's statement, and wished to defer 
their judgment until they had heard him again upon 
this matter. But the Word of God did not return 
void. The arrow of conviction had reached the heart 
of one of the Areopagite council. Dionysius, and a 
woman named Damaris, and others with them, were 
the first-fruits of the gospel in Athens. 

Such is the account St Luke has given of the 
apostle's visit to Athens. After these things St 
Paul departed, and as far as we know, never returned 
to Athens again. 

I conclude with two remarks. 

1. The effect produced upon the apostle's mind by 
the master works of art No doubt he could admire 
perfection of architecture, of statuary, and of painting, 
as much as any other man, but he is not carried away 
by his admiration of artistic skill and ingenuity ; as a 
Christian he regards the work as the expression of the 
morals and mind of the artist, and if these betray an 
ignorance of divine truth, or a corrupt standard of 
virtue, he can take no real pleasure in them. The beau- 
tiful temples and wonderfully executed statuary of 
Athens were the true ideal of heathenism, and formed 
the organisation of heathen worship. And so long as 
it is idolatry, the Christian cannot separate between the 
worship of an Athenian philosopher to a Minerva from. 
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the chisel of Phidias, and the worship which a Hindoo 
offers to the gross misshapen and disgasting image of 
Kali. Christianity is not antagonistic to art, but 
Christianity cannot approve of art which perverts, dis- 
torts, or denies the truth of Scripture. Well do I re- 
member the effect produced upon a company of sailors 
who accompanied me in a visit to the Acropolis, when 
we examined closely the bas-reliefs on the tomb of a 
Bacchanalian. Nothing could be more exquisite than 
the sculptured figures of little boys in the white marble 
slab of the sarcophagus. " What," I asked, " are these 
little boys doing ? " " They are at play, sir,'* was the 
reply. " Yes," I added, " and ugly play too, for they 
are all drunk " — and such had been the successful effort 
of the artist, that almost every odd gesture and grotesque 
posture into which a person under the influence of in- 
toxication can throw himself, was exhibited in these 
infant figures. ''Should you like," I said, addressing 
the men, *' to have such a memorial placed upon your 
tombstone : Here lie the remains of a drunkard ? '* 
And -is not this the danger of all symbolism in divine 
worship ? Who can visit the churches of Italy without 
entering into the spirit of the apostle ? Beautiful as 
are many of the paintings, and grand .beyond expres- 
sion the execution of the sculptures, yet are we not 
constrained to check our admiration of the work of 
art by a reference to the truth of the things represented ? 
— can we, for example, admire a splendid mosaic of the 
Trinity, in which there is a representation of the Father ? 
— can we separate in our minds the beauty of the Madonna 
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from the unscriptural and rmwarranted fable of her as- 
sumption, and her coronation as queen of heaven? 
" God is not worshipped with men's hands," ought to be 
stamped upon all ecclesiastical decoration and ritualism. 
Such is the corruption and deceitfulness of the human 
heart, that the nearer we approach to the highest spiri- 
tual standard, the more we need to have our eyes kept 
from looking at the creature. They who enter into neai*- 
est communion with God, shut their chamber door, and 
close their eyes against the interruptions of sight and 
sense from without. The types and symbols of the 
Mosaic law were needful in the twilight of Revelation ; 
but when the sun has risen, the candles upon the altar 
may be removed. It is the tendency of natural religion 
to worship the creature : it is the evidence of a spiritual 
mind to worship God in spirit and in truth. 

2. My second remark is, that Christianity is not 
necessarily antagonistic to science and philosophy. St 
Paul nowhere condemns the philosophers of Athens. 
He recognises the amount of knowledge and informa- 
tion they had obtained — but he fearlessly adds to it 
all the doctrine of Revelation, and teaches that which 
science had not discovered and never will discover. I 
would desire to disabuse the mind of those who sup- 
pose that Christianity is opposed to science. It is 
quite true that philosophy and science sometimes 
attack and condemn Christianity, but this does not 
arise from any error in Christianity, but just as it was 
in Athens, from the ignorance of philosophy, falsely so 
called. If science rejects a revelation from God — ^no 
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wonder there is antagonism. But so long as the Bible 
is a true revelation from God — then let God be true 
and every man a liar. There is but one appeal for 
both ancient and modem philosophers, if they would 
attain to the knowledge of a future state — " I am the 
way, the truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto 
the Father but by me/' John xiv. 6. 



II. 



CORINTH 



fck^ta^ 



C E I N T H. 

Acts xviii. 1, 11. 

^^^ After these things Pavl departed from Athens, and came to 
Corinth,''^ ^And he continued there a year and six mxmths, 
teaching the word of God among them^ 

If a person having resided for a season in Oxford 
were to go from thence to Liverpool, he would not 
find a greater contrast in the character of the two 
cities than St Paul in passing from Athens to Corinth. 
In the intellectual atmosphere of Athens there was 
much in common with the condition of our university. 
In Corinth there was something akin to the busy com- 
mercial spirit of Liverpool. 

The voyage from Pirseus, the port of Athene, to 
Cenchrea, the port of Corinth, might be made in a few 
hours; by land the journey would occupy a much 
longer time. Corinth was situated upon an isthmus 
joining the larger portion of Greece to the Continent, 
forming a sort of bridge between the Peloponnesus and 
the north of Greece. The isthmus is about two miles 
in width, supplying' a means of defenci^ \.o ^ "^^ 
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southern states. Per they could at any time bnild 
fortifications or walls which would effectually stop the 
progress of an invading army. On the eastern and 
western sides of this isthmus there were two harbours, 
the one on the east, the port of Cenchrea, to which 
ships from the east had access, where all the products 
of Asia were brought at once into close contact with 
Europe. The other on the west, now called Lutraki. 
It was a large harbour, to which ships from Eome, 
Spain, and from the west came to export and im- 
port the productions of the world. So that we may 
imagine how in a military and commercial point of 
view Corinth was placed in a most important position. 

A hill rises abruptly out of the plain just above the 
town, and those who have seen the rock of Gibraltar 
may form some idea of the citadel of Corinth. It is 
one of the most remarkable insular rocks in the world 
— being about two thousand feet in height, and so 
precipitous that it would be almost impossible for 
an army to make an assault upon it, if properly gai*- 
risoned and defended. 

The top of the rock is flat and commodious, so that 
the whole population of the town could, in an emer- 
gency, be received within the walls of the citadel. 

" A fortress form'd to freedom's hands, 
The whirlwind's wrath, the earthquake's shock, 
Have left untouched her hoary rock. 
The keystone of a land that still, 
Though fall'n, looks proudly on that hill. 
The landmark of the double tide 
That gurgling roUs on either side.*' 
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From the summit of this hill you may look round, as 
I did, on the whole panorama of Greece. You com- 
laand a grand view of the mountains of Parnassus and 
Helicon on the north, and the high ridge of Cithaeron 
leading you on eastward to Megara and Pames, and 
Pentelicus and Hymettus, in the bosom of which may 
be seen the city of Athens about fifty miles distant, 
with its Acropolis like a crown of gold burnished in 
the sun. Looking southward you have the wild and 
beautiful landscape of the Morea spread out like a 
map at your feet 

Corinth was famous for two things — its wealth and 
its luxury. And there are two words in very common 
use which will at once bring to our minds the moral 
condition of the place — Corinthian brass and Corin- 
thian games. Corinthian brass derives its name from 
the fact that the city, about one hundred and fifty 
years before St Paul came there, had been utterly 
destroyed by the Romans, and every house burned to 
the ground. Such an immense mass of metal was 
melted down in this fire, that it became an article of 
commerce which was eagerly sought and sold. It con- 
sisted of a fusion of brass, copper, gold and silver, and 
so precious that to this day it is known by the name 
of Corinthian brass; indicating the extraordinary 
wealth of that city in the olden times. 

On the plain there were race-courses, grounds for ath- 
letic exercises, places of amusement, and amphitheatres, 
circuses, taverns, temples set apart for every description 
of profligacy. Haw unlike Athens ! Athens with its 
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goddess, who was the patron of learning and the arts, 
giving at least some countenance to a higher type of 
amusement ; but the goddess of Corinth was Venus, 
and all the games and all the amusements in Corinth 
were of a gross, carnal nature — so that the Corinthian 
games is only another name for voluptuousness and 
the indulgence of sensuality. We need not be surprised, 
then, that St Paul speaks of the Corinthians in very 
strong language in the 6th chapter of his 1st Epistle to 
the Corinthians, and the 9th verse, " Know ye not that 
the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God ? 
Be not deceived : neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the king- 
dom of God. And such were some of you." 

Now it would seem that St Paul, in going from 
Athens to Corinth, had in his eye the prospect of being 
able to preach to a population which had intercourse 
with all parts of the world. And not only so, but a 
great number of Jews were congregated there, and at 
that period a larger number than usual, because the 
Eoman emperor Claudius had commanded them to 
depart from Rome. 

Here then St Paul found himself alone in the midst 
of this great, luxurious, and wealthy city. He is to 
make the assault single-handed upon this high place of 
vanity and vice, with none but God on his side, and he 
begins at once to adapt himself to the circumstances 
of the place and of the people. When he was at 
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Athens, if I may use the term, he was in his cap and 
gown, arguing with the professors and students, but at 
Corinth he was in his apron, in the dress of an opera- 
tive, and his hair unshaved according to the vow of the 
Nazarite, presenting, by his humble exterior and his 
self-denying habits> a striking contrast to the crowds 
of merchants, sailors, and strangers who thronged the 
quays, the market-place, and the theatres. St Paul 
took up his lodging with Aquila and Priscilla, a Jew 
and his wife lately come from Rome, who were tent- 
makers. With them he wrought at hi» lowly trade, 
content to be counted among the despised and exiled 
Jews, if only he may earn his bread honestly, and be 
burdensome to no one, — his object being to wait until 
a door of utterance were opened to him to preach the 
gospel. And we must bear in mind that the apostle 
was not the less about his Master's work because he 
was occupied with manual labour, than his Lord before 
him who had wrought in the carpenter's shop at 
Nazareth. It was a means to an end, and we may 
realise how the mind and mouth were occupied while 
the eyes and fingers were employed in their handiwork. 
Heavenly thoughts are not excluded from the loom of 
the weaver or the bench of a tent-maker. Paul can 
speak of Jesus while he sits at his work, and if you 
had gone to that lodging, and had listened to the con- 
versation of the tent-makers, you would have found that 
ifr was not taken up with talk about the performances 
at the Isthmian games, the actors at the theatre, the 
winners of the races, or the dresses of the spectators. 
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No ! we may imagine how the great apostle would 
speak of the wondrous things which Jesus had done 
for sinners, dying upon the cross to redeem them, and 
rising again for their justification. We can fancy 
them discussing and quoting portions of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, singing their Jewish psalms and hymns, 
making their labour light by holy association with 
divine things and thoughts of eternity. Can we 
doubt that St Paul told also the touching story of his 
own conversion, and of all the love wherewith God 
had loved him, the chief of sinners ? and thus the word 
of truth reached the hearts of his fellow-workers, and 
Aquila and Priscilla became the first-fruits of his 
ministry in Corinth. Such was his occupation during 
the week. When the Sabbath came, the work was 
laid aside — and with Aquila and Priscilla the day 
was spent in the synagogue, while the Gentiles were 
crowding the theatres and race-courses. Professing 
Christians, and some of them Protestants in Eoman 
Catholic countries, may learn from the Jews at Corinth 
not to desecrate the day of God by attending the race- 
course, the ball, the opera, and the bull-fight. St Paul, 
with the Bible in his hand, reasoned with the Jews, 
exhorting them to read Moses and the prophets, rather 
than submit to the traditions and commandments of 
men. But he was under restraint. He was with them 
in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling, 
while his aim was to persuade both Jews and Greeks 
to embrace the glorious truth which he was sent to 
proclaim. When, however, Silas and Timotheus were 
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come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, 
and testified that Jesus was Christ. 

The expression implies a very strong excitement or 
impulse ; it is the same as that used by our Lord 
Jesus : " I have a baptism to be baptized with ; and 
how am I straitened till it be aocomplished." Thus 
St Paul was straitened or pressed in spirit when he 
heard all that God had been doing at Thessalonica, 
and as the arms of Moses were upheld in his prayer 
by Hur and Aaron, so was the apostle cheered by 
the sympathy of Silas and Timotheus, and he was 
encouraged to testify that Jesus was Christ. 

It may be asked whether this proves the apostle to 
have been a very weak man ? Can we suppose that 
the great apostle was subject to an undue feeling of 
dependence on human help ? This is one of the many 
instances in which we trace the greatness and beauty 
of the apostle's character. St Paul was a man of like 
passions with ourselves, not a demigod — he was a 
man — all over a man — subject to the same feelings of 
diffidence, and shame, and cowardice as ourselves 
when we stand alone to bear the reproach of Christ 
or deliver our testimony. Therefore it was most 
natural that he should be encouraged by the presence 
of Silas and Timothy. And we see in this the true 
result and life of Christian fellowship. The enjoy- 
ment which the saints of God have in each other's 
company, is their strength. The members of the body 
are necessary the one to the other ; the eye, the hand, 
and the foot, have the same care one for another ; and 
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whether one member suffer, all the members suffer 
with it, or one member be honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it ; and of this St Paul was an example. 
Again and again we find him longing for the society 
of those he loved, and profiting by intercourse with 
those who came to him. We have a touching re- 
ference to this in the visit of Onesiphorus in his last 
imprisonment at Rome ; '' who sought him out very 
diligently, and oft refreshed him, and was not ashamed 
of his chain." 

St Paul's fears were not groundless, for as soon as 
he declared, openly and boldly, that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Jews opposed themselves and blasphemed. 
The door of the synagogue was closed against him, the 
Jews rejected his testimony, and he was compelled 
to turn to the Gentiles ; but before he took that step, 
he delivered his conscience in the presence of them all. 
As a proof of his deep conviction of their sin, and the 
sorrow of his heart for them, he shook oflF the dust of 
his raiment upon them, and said, " Your blood be upon 
your own heads ; I am clean." As if he would €ay, 
"When the inevitable judgment of God comes upon 
you, the sin of blood guiltiness cannot be laid at 
my door. From henceforth I will go to the Gentiles." 
Such was the beginning of the gospel at Corinth. 
The labour of weeks seemed to have been in vain; 
excepting Aquila and Priscilla, there is no hint of a 
soul being added to the Church. 

But the enmity had been roused, proving that 
conscience had been awakened, and in the moving 
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of the waters, mercy was nigh at hand. How little 
can the minister or missionary foresee the fruit of his 
labour. How often, when all is dark and discourag- 
ing, a flood-tide of success is about to set in, and so it 
proved at Corinth. For, in the wonderful providence 
of God, a door of utterance was opened in the house 
of a Gkntile, when the synagogue was closed against St 
Paul. A man named Justus, who worshipped God, and 
whose house joined hard to the synagogue, was ready 
to receive him. Here the first converts were admitted 
into the Church. Crispus, the chief ruler of the syna- 
gogue, and all his house ; Gains ; Stephanas, the first- 
fruits of Achaia ; Erastus, the chamberlain of the city; 
Quartus ; Fortunatus ; and Achaicus, and others, whose 
names are in the book of life, gathered round the 
apostle and formed themselves into a congregation, 
and the Word of the Lord was magnified. 

And now it seems the apostle was minded to depart 
from Corinth; either the opposition from the Jews 
had increased to such an extent that he deemed it 
prudent to escape for his life, or, having planted the 
Church in Corinth, he felt it to be his duty to preach 
the gospel in the regions beyond. In either case, he 
was evidently on the point of leaving when the Lord 
made it plain to him that his time was not yet come, 
and that more work remained for him to do : " The 
Lord spake to Paul in the night by a vision. Be not 
afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace, for I am 
with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee ; 
for I have much people in this city.'* How much of 
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tenderness and sympathy is contained in these gracious 
words ! The Lord Jesus knows whereof we are made, 
and condescends to the infirmity of the fearful apostle. 
Be not afraid, no one shall hurt thee ; reproach and 
opposition may and will come, but thou shalt be pro- 
tected from personal injury. Therefore go on with thy 
ministry, speak and hold not thy peace, this is the 
agency I employ for the conversion of sinners, and you 
shall not labour in vain, for I have much people in 
this city. St Paul was not disobedient to the heavenly 
vision, but continued in Corinth a year and six months, 
teaching the Word of God among them. 

And now we have to notice the effect of the apostle's 
ministry upon the Greeks. We gather from the Epistles 
to the Corinthians and from the Epistles to the Thessa- 
lonians, which were written from Corinth, that great 
progress was made in the increase of converts to the 
Church, but the enmity of the Jews was unabated. Their 
one object was to " chase him out from Corinth," 
(1 Thess. ii. 15 ; margin,) and forbid him to speak to the 
Gentiles that they might be saved. Accordingly, upon 
the appointment of Gallio to be deputy of Achaia, a man 
of integrity and of amiable and popular manilers, they 
made insurrection with one accord against Paul, and 
brought him to the judgment-seat, charging him with 
persuading men to worship God contrary to the law. 
But they had mistaken the character of the judge. 
He was not a religious man, and cared for none of 
these things. It mattered not to him whether the 
law of the despised Jews or the doctrine of the new 
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sect of Christians prevailed. He regarded the question 
as one purely in a civil point of view, and therefore 
dismissed the case, saying, "If it were a matter of 
wrong or wicked lewdness, ye Jews, reason would 
that I should bear with you ; but if it be a question of 
words and names, and of your law, look ye to it, for I 
will be no judge of such matters ; and so he drave 
them from the judgment-seat." And here we may 
observe, by the way, that there is little or no ground 
for connecting the idea of " a Gallio spirit " with that 
of a man utterly destitute of all concern or interest in 
justice and truth. The result was not a triumph to 
the Jews, for, instead of laying hands upon Paul, the 
mob of Greeks seized Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the 
synagogue, and beat him before the judgment-seat, 
practically indicating their hatred of Judaism, and in 
their ignorance of divine truth fulfilling the purpose 
and promise of God to the apostle, " No man shall set 
on thee to hurt thee." And after this Paul tarried yet a 
good while at Corinth, and we hear of no more violence 
from the Jews. The difficulties which afterwards 
arose in the Church of Corinth came from another 
quarter. Schism and heresy came from within. 

We may learn two important lessons from this sur- 
vey of the apostle's visit to Corinth : — 

First, The power of preaching. 

At Corinth St Paul was eminently a preacher. He 
says, Christ sent me not to baptize but to preach the 
gospel, (1 Cor. i 17,) and we find him frequently refer- 
ring to this his special work in the Epistle to the 
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Corinthians, " My speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demon- 
stration of the spirit and of power. We preach Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the 
Greeks foolishness, but unto them that are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ, the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. I determined to know nothing among 
you but Jesus Christ and Him crucified " (see also 1 
Cor. ix. 16, 27; XV. 2, 11 ; 2 Cor. iv. 5 ; xi. 4.) It 
was then in the power of the gospel, and not in his 
authority or oflSce, that the apostle placed his confi- 
dence and hope of success. What attraction or 
weight could there be in the appearance of an artisan? 
He had no distinctive dress as an apostle — ^no imita- 
tion of the high priest's vestments, no incense, no pro- 
cession or processional cross-bearer, no banners or 
bells — nothing but the living voice and the living 
word. The same gospel is proclaimed at Athens and 
at Corinth, and notwithstanding the immense differ- 
ence between the character of the two cities, the same 
result follows. There are converts from the high court 
of the Areopagites and from the chamberlain's oflSce, 
from the chief rulers of the synagogue, and from the work- 
shop, and all this in the face of the fiercest opposition ot 
Jews and heathen. Neither was this the result of a 
peculiar gift of eloquence, for if there is one point more 
marked than another in the ministry at Corinth, it is 
the constant reference which the apostle makes to his 
infirmity, the strength of his preaching being " made 
perfect in weakness/' Wherein, then, did his power 
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consist but in the subject-matter 'and unction of his 
teaching ? He tells us that his doctrine was distinct, 
clear, definite. " Our word to you was not yea and 
nay" — we know and feel what we have said to be the 
truth — we have the spirit of God as well as the autho- 
rity of God when we declare unto you that *' God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses to them, and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation. Now, then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ as though God did beseech 
you by us : we pray you in Christ's stead be ye recon- 
ciled unto God." He used great plainness of speech, 
whether persuading by an appeal to the terror of the 
Lord or to the love of Christ. His conviction and his 
experience was, that the Word preached would not 
return void. He triumphed in Christ, because the 
source of divine knowledge was made manifest by him 
in every place, for he adds, " We are unto God a sweet 
savour of Christ in them that are saved and in them 
that perish. For we are not as many, who corrupt the 
Word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, 
in the sight of God speak we in Christ," (2 Cor. iii. 
14-17.) And the lesson we learn from all this is, that 
there is but one remedy for the sins of the world. 
Our base of operations, if we would make an effectual 
aggression upon the vices, the immoralities, and the 
ignorance of men, — the cross of Christ, the great 
atonement — the resurrection from the dead — the com- 
ing glory — ^the final judgment and the eternity of 
heaven and hell, must be proclaimed to sinners with 
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all the boldness, earnestness, perseverance and unction 
of the apostle at Corinth, It might have been com- 
paratively easy for him to have taken up the language 
of the moral philosophy of the age, and have reasoned 
with the Corinthians about the evils of drunkenness, 
of licentiousness, of lying and Sabbath-breaking ; all 
this he might have preached, but he would not have 
converted a souL His own conversion told him that 
nothing will reach the conscience and change the heart 
of a publican, a Pharisee, or a Sadducee, but the revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ who came into the world to save 
sinners. The word which by the gospel is preached 
is the ministration of the Spirit and the power of God 
unto salvation unto every one that believeth. 

The second lesson is the power of holiness. St Paul 
preached by his example as well as by his sermons. It 
is highly probable that he observed the vow of a 
Nazarite during his residence at Corinth, (Acts xviii. 
18,) placing the power of self-restraint and separation 
from sin in contrast to the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eye, and the pride of life which abounded in 
Corinth. And this, in fact, was the best proof he could 
give of the sincerity of his sermons. He made fall 
proof of his ministry by showing that "if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature ; old things are passed away, 
all things are become new/' " Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon," was the testimony of his life. " What 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness, 
and what communion hath light with darkness ? what 
concord hath Christ with Belial 1 Wherefore, come out 
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from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing/' This practical illus- 
tration of the gospel he sought in all who believed, and 
one of his most touching appeals to the Corinthians is 
taken from their own experience of the competitors in 
the Isthmian games. Look, he says, (1 Cor. ix. 24-27,) 
at the wrestlers, and prize-fighters, and runners in your 
great athletic sports. What labour and training is re- 
quired in order that they may win the prize. Look at 
them stripping oflF their garments, laying aside every 
weight, giving and receiving blows and bruises, and 
glorying when, by some savage hit, their antagonist is 
laid prostrate at their feet a corpse, weltering in his 
blood ; and all this to obtain a garland of laurels, which 
they were never sure of gaining, and which, when 
gained, fades away in a few hours. But I so run, he 
adds, not as uncertainly ; so fight I, not as one that 
beateth the air. If I train and strive, it is not for a 
corruptible but an incorruptible crown, "a crown 
of righteousness that fadeth not away/' If I fight 
and wrestle, it is not to injure my neighbour, but 
to get a victory over the world, the flesh, and the 
devil ; and when I come off conqueror, I shall not be 
applauded by the cheers of a foolish, excited, noisy, and 
perhaps half-drunken crowd, but I shall receive the 
wdcome of angels and just men made perfect, and of 
the great cloud of witnesses, into the everlasting man- 
sions, there to receive the smile and favour of my Lord, 
who will say, Well done ! good and faithful servant I 
And when the crown of glory is presented to me, I 
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shall not place it on my head, and wear it as though I 
had won it by my own worthiness, but I shall cast it at 
the feet of Jesus, the Judge of all, and say, '* Unto Him 
that loved me and washed me from my sins in His own 
blood, to Him be glory and dominion and power for 
ever and ever." 
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Acts xix. 17-20. 

'' And this was hnown to aU the Jews and Greeks also dwell- 
ing at Ephesus; and fear fell on them aU, and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was magn^ied. And mxiny that believed came^and 
confessed^ and shewed their deeds. Many of them also which 
used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them 
before all men : and they counted the price of them, and found 
it fifty thotisand pieces of silver. So mightily grew the word of 
God and prevailed/* 

We have seen in the preceding lecture how widely 
Corinth differed from Athens as a scene of missionary 
labour; we shall find as great a contrast between 
Ephesus and Corinth. If Corinth was the commercial 
city of the west, Ephesus was the central mart of trade 
in the east. If Corinth represented the demoralising 
effect of heathenism in Europe, Ephesus was the metro* 
polis of superstition in Asia. Ephesus was very much 
to the Eastern empire of Rome, what Delhi or Benares 
is to the Indian empire of England. It was the sacred 
city of the great goddess Diana, "whom all Asia and 
the world worshippeth," (Acts xix. 27.) To this strong- 
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hold of Satan's power the apostle journeyed in com- 
pany with Aquila and Priscilla, having concluded his 
Nazarite's vow, by shaving his hair at Cenchrea. It was 
a voyage of two hundred miles, and we may trace his 
course as he coasted between the islands of Salamis 
and iEgina, passing the scene of the great naval action 
between the Persians and Greeks, an event as great ia 
their history as the battle of Trafalgar is in ours ; and, 
as the ship rounded the point of Salamis, he would see 
the mount upon which Xerxes sat to witness his defeat, 
and on the opposite shore the tomb of the victorious 
Themistocles. There, too, in the distance he would 
catch a glimpse of the Acropolis, and oflTer up a prayer 
that the sermon upon Mars Hill might not be in vain. 
Prom thence they would take a southerly course to 
Cape Sunium, leaving the temple of Jupiter on 
the high land of -^gina on their right, and the mag- 
nificent temples of Minerva and Neptune on their left ; 
then journeying eastward they would thread their way 
through the lovely islands of the Mgean Sea, leaving 
Patmos on the right, and finally enter the harbour of 
Ephesus. And here the three travellers disembark, 
who are shortly to put all Ephesus in an uproar. 

The city stood upon a plain watered by a river, the 
mouth of which formed the port of Ephesus. To the 
north was the flourishing city of Smyrna, with the 
valley of the Hermus opening a way eastward and 
northward through the mountains of Phrygia, and to 
the south was the town and harbour of Miletus upon 
the river Meander, opening up another highway from 
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the interior of Asia. The importance of its position, 
even at the present moment, is proved by the Turkish 
government having constructed a railway from Smyrna 
to Ephesus. 

In this proconsular capital, with its teeming popu- 
lation, there were two buildings which deserve par- 
ticular notice as throwing light upon St Paul's 
ministry. The first was the tedaple of Diana, which, 
on account of its size and magnificence, was con- 
sidered to be one of the wonders of the world. It 
was nearly 150 yards in length, and about 70 yards in 
width. It had 127 pillars, wrought by the best sculp- 
tors, each about 70 feet in height, and each a royal 
gift, having been presented as an offering to Diana by 
a king. Here was the image and shrine of the great 
goddess Diana, and here was the storehouse in which 
immense treasures of money, metal, and precious 
stones were laid up for safety. Not far distant from 
this, on the side of a hill overhanging the city, was a 
theatre with marble seats, and accommodation for 
thousands upon thousands of spectators. The char- 
acter of the games and entertainments celebrated here 
was of the most cruel and offensive description. Slaves 
or captives taken in war were exposed to fight with 
wild beasts, and the public mind was habituated to take 
delight in brutal and deraoralisins: exhibitions, so 
that the amusements of the people were in keeping 
with the blind idolatry of their religion. It could not 
be said of Ephesus as at Athens, that they had a 
multiplicity of gods, and were too superstitious, for 
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here there was but one god whom the Ephesian 
devotee worshipped. There was no schism and no 
dissent upon this point. " What man is there that 
knoweth not how that the city of the Ephesians is a 
worshipper of the great goddess Diana?" All bowed 
down in adoration to this ideal of an all bountiful 
deity, from whose many-breasted bosom they derived 
their life and subsistence, and the supply of every 
want. Judging from the coins and pictures which are 
yet in existence, the Diana of the Ephesians was very 
much what the gods of the Hindoos are at the present 
time. In connexion with the charms, and amulets, 
and little images of the goddess, which every one carried 
about, a species of magic had been practised and re- 
duced to a system ; mystical sentences and incantations 
had been committed to writing and preserved in 
books, the destruction of which is recorded in the 
text. It appears that many of the Jews followed the 
profession of sorcerers, deluding the devotees of Diana 
with their false miracles. Such was Ephesus when the 
first note of the gospel message was uttered within its 
walls. It is diflScult to conceive a less inviting sphere 
for the commencement of the work of evangelisation. 
But "the weapons of our warfare" are "mighty, 
through God, to the pulling down of strongholds." 

St Paul, leaving Aquila and Priscilla at Ephesus, 
went to Jerusalem, and having kept the feast, returned 
to Ephesus. Here he found that the tent-makers' 
workshop had been again the birthplace of a church. 
Apollos, a Jew of Alexandria, a man well instructed 
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in the Scriptures, but imperfectly taught in the faith 
of Christ, had made some converts, and baptized them 
after the form of John's baptism, — whom, when 
Aquila and Priscilla had heard, " they took him unto 
them, and expounded unto him the way of the Lord 
more perfectly," and so he passed into Achaia, strong 
in faith to help those who had believed through grace, 
and to '^convince the Jews mightily, and that publicly, 
showing by the Scriptures, that Jesus was Christ." 
St Paul commenced his residence at Ephesus as he had 
done at Corinth, by working at a trade; to this he 
refers in his address to the elders at Miletus, '' I have 
coveted no man's silver or gold or apparel ; yea, ye 
yourselves know that these hands have ministered unto 
my necessities, and to them that were with me." 

The progress of the gospel at Ephesus was very gra- 
dual. It took the same course as the gospel in Judea 
when " John preached the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins," until Christ came and baptized with 
the Holy Ghost. In like manner, St Paul found cer- 
tain disciples of ApoUos, who believed and had been 
baptized unto John's baptism, but who " had not so 
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost." 
These men, twelve in number, St Paul instructed and 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, and " having 
laid his bands upon them, the Holy Ghost came upon 
them, and they spake with tongues and prophesied." 
The transition from the conviction of sin to the enjoy- 
ment of pardon was thus clearly established, and these 
twelve men, with their miraculous gifts, and still more 







40 FKOM ATHENS TO ROME. 

by the miraculous grace of the Holy Ghost, became the 
fellow-labourers of the apostle. 

And here we may pause to make a remark upon the 
difference between the baptism of John and the baptism 
of Christ. According to the teaching of some, the bap- 
tism of John is all that is required ; but these twelve 
disciples of ApoUos believ.ed in Christ and were baptized, 
confessing their sins. Why, then, should they be rebap- 
tized ? St Paul told them they would receive the Holy 
Ghost by being baptized in the name of Jesus. Is, 
then, the gift of the Holy Ghost connected with the 
administration of the Sacrament of Baptism ? If it is, 
theil must we regard the ordinance as something more 
than a public profession of our faith, and an obedient 
following of the example of Christ. Baptism must be 
a very special means of grace to all who rightly receive 
it.* And whether it be administered to the child of 
many prayers, or to the adult of many prayers, the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, and nothing less than this— call 
it by whatever name you will — is the promised blessing 
to be expected in the ordinance. Thus were the first 
converts supematurally endowed with the grace and 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, and the Church of Christ with 
its sacraments was estabL'shed in Ephesus. 

For three months St Paul does not appear to have 
taken any aggressive measures in public beyond that 
of attending the synagogue on the Sabbath, where he 
" disputed and persuaded the Jews in the things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God," but in private " at all 
seasons he served the Lord with all humility of mind, and 

* AoU ix.J7\ u. 38 ; Mark i. 8 *, Acts x. 47, 48, 
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urith many tears and temptations which befell him by 
the lying in wait of the Jews, teaching not only publicly 
on the Sabbath, but from house to house, testifying 
both to the Jews and also to the Greeks repentance 
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." 
His ministry was to individuals a pastoral visitation 
from house to house. And here a great lesson may be 
learned, for it is not always true, that the largest 
accession of converts has been made by great preach- 
ings, and the massing of large gatherings of people to 
hear some gifted evangelist. How often do such 
assemblings disperse with little else upon their minds, 
but admiration of the eloquence, or the voice, or the 
manner of the orator; but if we track the steps of 
some humble, but not really less gifted individual, 
^though his talent lies in another direction,) some 
house-going, town or country pastor, or district visitor, 
or scripture reader, entering the welcome cottage, or 
garret, or cellar, sitting down on the bench of the 
operative, or by the fireside of the humble dwelling, 
preaching Christ, in the life of sympathy, of self- 
denial and charity, weeping with those who weep, and 
rejoicing with those who rejoice, we shall find that 
they have probably done more practically in adding 
believers to the Church, and in the great day many of 
them will wear crowns, studded with more jewels, 
than many of our popular preachers. St Paul did not 
undervalue the pulpit, but he did not trust to it 
exclusively ; he went upon the great principle that 
souls, like sheep, must be gathered into the fold one 
by one. 
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And now, as the work of the Lord prospered in his 
hands, the apostle is met by three formidable opponents, 
1st, the Jews; 2d, the sorcerers; and, 3d, the idol manu- 
facturers; but this enmity was permitted in order to show 
how God will make the ploughing of the wicked, and the 
devices of Satan, turn to the furtherance of the gospel. 

1st, The first assault was from the Jews. After 
three months, divers of them in the synagogue were 
hardened and believed not. It is a solemn statement 
—because, we are ready to say, What ! can men be 
hardened under the preaching of an inspired apostle, 
who has the testimony of s supernatural gifts, and 
of miracles, and who can point to many seals of his 
ministry, as a proof of his Divine mission and 
authority? Even so ; such is fallen man, and such is 
the Jew in unbelief. " The carnal mind is enmity to 
God." And as with the master, so with the servant, 
" They whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their 
bow to shoot their arrows, even bitter words ;" " They 
spake evil of that way before the multitude." This 
was a critical moment for the infant Church. The 
Jews, disregarding all national relationship to the 
apostle, and deaf to the simple and affectionate appeals 
which he had made to them from their own scriptures, 
expose him to the hatred, and bigotry, and violence of 
a heathen mob. But as in the moment of approaching 
storm the little flock gather themselves close together, 
so the apostle separated the disciples, and in the 
providence of God a refuge was found for them. As 
^.* at Corinth, the house of Justus, so at Ephesus, the 
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school of Tyrannus (probably a teacher of rhetoric) 
was opened to the apostle, and here, in the chair of 
the professor, he continued by the space of two years 
to give lectures daily, on the great truths of the 
gospel, so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the 
word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Grreeks. From 
this time the Church was protected from the reproaches 
of evil speaking. 

2d, But as the leaven spread, and the number 
of the converts increased, the enmity assumed 
another phase. As Jannes and Jambres withstood 
Moses, so the sorcerers of Ephesus resisted the truth, 
but their folly was made manifest unto all men. We 
are told that " God wrought special miracles by the 
hands of Paul, so that from his body were brought 
unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of 
them." Here a new agency was employed. We do 
not read of the performance of miracles at Athens, or at 
Corinth ; but now, in this seat of Satan, where magical 
arts were practised, the higher power of God is mani- 
fested, and the confession of evil spirits proclaimed that 
the devils were subject unto Christ. For, " when certain 
of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, called over them which 
had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We 
adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth, the evil 
spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I 
know, but who are ye ? And the man in whom the 
evil spirit was, leaped on them, and overcame them, 
and drove them out of the house, naked and wounded. 
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And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks 
dwelling at Ephesus, and fear fell on them all, and 
the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified." Thus 
sorcery 'was vanquished, for " many of them which 
believed came and confessed, and showed their deeds, 
and many of them which used curious arts brought 
their books together and burned them before all men, 
and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty 
thousand pieces of silver," or nearly £2000 of our money. 
" So mightily grew the Word of God, and prevailed.'* 
3d, The third and last great efibrt of antago- 
nism to the gospel, was from the idol manufacturers. 
At the period preceding the departure of the apostle 
for Ephesus, there was usually a great influx of people 
from all quarters, who came to attend the great assize 
held by the proconsul, and the games celebrated in 
the theatre. It was the season in which the crafts- 
men made a harvest of the sale of images. Demetrius, 
a silversmith, a leading man amongst them, called to- 
gether a meeting of the operatives, and by an exciting 
address, persuaded them that their craft was in danger. 
This led to great confusion, and " the people rushed 
with one accord into the theatre." St Paul was 
minded to take advantage of the occasion to preach 
the gospel, but was dissuaded by the disciples, and sub- 
sequently, certain oflScers of the city, who were his 
friends, " sent unto him desiring that he would not 
adventure himself into the theatre." The crowd ex- 
hausts itself in crying, ** Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians." And now the town-clerk appears to vindicate 
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the character of the apostle and to disperse the mob. 
He told them, first of all, that they were in danger to be 
called to account for this turbident meeting ; and then 
turning to the disciples, he declared that " these men 
are neither robbers of churches, nor yet blasphemers of 
your god ;" — or, in other words, you have nothing to say 
against them ; for if your goddess cannot protect herself, 
and her cause, of what avail is the worship of Diana? 
and so he dismissed the assembly. St Paul left Ephesus 
soon afterwards, having appointed elders to the several 
districts of Ephesus ; and from thence, as from a centre, 
the gospel spread to Smyrna, Pergamos, Tbyatira, 
Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. Here it is probable 
the apostle John died, and here Timothy exercised 
the office of a bishop. 

We have only time to make a very brief application 
of the subject, and may notice — 

First, the overruling providence of God in confound- 
ing and putting to silence the enemies of the gospel. 

From whatever quarter the opposition came, we see 
the cause of truth triumphed. If the Jews blaspheme 
in the synagogue, the Gentile schoolmaster opens a door 
of utterance for the preacher. If the magicians mimic ^ 
the miraculous gifts of the apostle, the devils confess 
Jesus to be Lord of all. If the craftsmen make an 
uproar, the town-clerk puts them to silence. The 
Word of God is its own witness, and God is a jealous 
God, who will not give His glory to another. Let us 
be well persuaded that in all our labours for Christ, 
whether among Jews or Gentiles, the Lord is on our 
side, " a very present help in liou\A^!' toA ^S^^'s^^ 
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our faith and patience may be tried to the uttermost, 
yet the promise cannot fail which says, " No weapon 
that is formed against thee shall prosper ; and every 
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou 
shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants 
of the Lord ; and their righteousness is of Me, saith 
the Lord." (Isa. Uv. 17.) 

Lastly, we may learn from the contrast drawn by 
St Paul in his Epistle to the Ephesians, between the 
carnal worship of the creature, and the spiritual 
temple of Christ, how pure and spiritual is the calling 
of the Christian. The worshippers of nature " walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air," " having no hope, with- 
out God in the world." They had, it is true, their god, 
but it was of their own making, and was a faithful im- 
personation of their low, grovelling minds ; but, under 
the gospel, the power of the Holy Ghost reveals " the 
liberty wherewith Christ has set us free," reconciles us 
to God by the blood of the cross, gives us access to the 
Father by one Spirit, admits us to the fellowship of the 
saints, and gives us peace for evermore ; and while 
the columns of the far-famed temple of Diana are 
crumbling in the dust, and the labours of science are 
overtasked in this nineteenth century to discover the 
site of the original building, the Church of the living 
God stands out in all its beautiful symmetry, " built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ being the chief corner-stone, in whom 
all the building fitly framed together, groweth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord" 
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JERUSALEM. 

Acts xxi. 17-20. 

" And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received 
us gladly. And the day follxming Paul went in with us unto 
James; and all the elders were present. And when he had 
saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had 
ivrought among the Gentiles hy his ministry. And when they 
heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, 
brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe ; 
and they are all zealotis of the law,^^ 

We have seen in the previous lectures that the opposi- 
tion to the gospel proceeded generally from the Jews, 
and this developed into a more subtle form as the 
churches were organised. At the close of his three 
years' ministry at Ephesus, St Paul found that teachers 
had been sent from Jerusalem to the churches of Achaia 
and Corinth, whose object was to persuade the Gentile 
converts to circumcise their children, and follow the 
customs of the law of Moses. It became necessary, 
therefore, for him to write Epistles, and to make a circuit 
of visits to the several churches, and, finally, to go up ia 



50 FROM ATHENS TO HOME. 

person to Jerusalem to bring the question to a settle- 
ment. Accordingly, we find him calling the disciples 
of Ephesus together, and embracing' them before his 
departure into Macedonia.* The remainder of the 
year was spent in jom*neys to Corinth, Oalatia, and 
Macedonia, from whence he embarked early in the 
following spring upon his voyage to Jerusalem. It 
must have been a season of peculiar anxiety and trial 
to the tender spirit of the apostle, and we may easily 
imagine the sadness which oppressed him when, in his 
earnest desire to visit Rome, he was obliged to go into 
Judea ; as he said to the elders of Ephesus, *^ Behold, 
I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing 
the things that shall befall me there, save that the 
Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, sajdng, that 
bonds and afflictions abide me/' This conviction was 
strengthened by the warning of disciples at Troas, who 
said, through the spirit, that he should not go up to 
Jerusalem ; and subsequently by the prophet Agabus, at 
Csesarea, who, taking Paul's girdle, and binding his 
own hands and feet, said, " So shall the Jews at Jeru- 
salem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall 
deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles." Never- 
theless, the question of doctrine and discipline in the 
Gentile church was of the highest importance, and St 
Paul sailed from PhUippi after the days of unleavened 
bread, hasting, " if it were possible for him, to be at 
Jerusalem the day of Pentecost/' 

It was a long journey, and he had but seven weeks 

* Acts XX. 1. 
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for the perfpnnance of it. We may trace upon the 
map, almost day by day, the course of the ship, as they 
sailed in that bright spring season along the line of 
coast south of the Dardanelles to Tenedos and Troas, 
and thence to Assos, and Mitylene, and sailing thence, 
"came the neod day over against Chios, and the next day 
arrived at Samos, and the newt day came to Miletus." 
There, after the affectionate interview with the elders 
of Ephesus, they passed the beautiful island of Ehodes, 
and disembarked at Patara ; and finding another ship 
bound for Phoenicia, " they went aboard and set forth ;" 
leaving Cyprus on the left, they reached Tyre, and pro- 
ceeding thence by Ptolemais and Csesarea, they arrived 
at Jerusalem by the time appointed; and there the 
brethren received them gladly. 

Jerusalem, at the period of the apostle's arrival, was 
in a very different state to what it had been twenty- 
five years befpre. Three powerful agencies were exer- 
cising an influence upon the people. First, the imperial 
government of Rome with its garrison of soldiers in 
the barracks of Antonia, overlooking the temple court; 
secondly, the Jewish population, with its Sanhedrim, 
its high priest, and temple worship ; thirdly, the con- 
gregation of Jews converted to Christianity, which had 
been increasing since the day of Pentecost, and now num- 
bered many thousands of members with the apostles 
and elders. The last crushing judgment had not yet 
come upon the Jewish nation and city. They were 
ripening for the last stroke of punishnie\i\), ^jcA ^iJi&s!^?^ 
np tiie cup of their iniquity, jealous oi \k^ ^xiSsiox^^?^ 
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of Eome on the one hand, and of the advance of Chris- 
tianity on the other. 

When, therefore, so well known a convert as St 
Paul appeared amongst them, whose labours had 
been specially directed to the conversion of the 
Gentiles, the enmity of the Jews was aroused, and 
notwithstanding the decision to which the council 
at Jerusalem had come seven years previously with 
respect to the Gentiles, there was still a strong pre- 
judice against him among the Jewish Christians. It 
was needful, therefore, in the first place, that after 
receiving a welcome from the brethren, he should 
appear before the apostle James and all the elders 
of the Church, in order that he might give a report 
of his mission to the Gentiles. And here the apostle, 
with the deputies whom he had brought from 
Corinth, presented the collection which had been 
raised by the Gentiles for the poor saints in 
Jerusalem, overcoming and disarming prejudice : and 
then he " declared particularly what things God had 
wrought among the Gentiles" by his ministry. He 
rehearsed the story of his visit to Thessalonica, to 
Athens, to Corinth, and to Ephesus. He told them 
how he had been welcomed in some places, and per- 
secuted in others ; how he had seen the work taking 
root and bringing forth its harvest in some quarters, 
while in others it had been blighted by the Judaising 
teachers. "And when they heard it, they glorified 
the Lord." 

There had been a time, when they stood in doubt of 



JERUSALEM. 5 3 

him, — when they would not stretch forth to him the 
right hand of fellowship ; now they are constrained to 
*' esteem him very highly in love for his work's sake/' 
and to confess that of a surety God is with him. If 
angels rejoice when a sinner repents, how much more 
should ministers glorify God, when they hear such 
tidings as St Paul brought to Jerusalem. But although 
the elders were satisfied with his explanation, they 
knew that there were others without who required 
some visible evidence that he himself walked orderly 
and kept the law. They proposed to him, therefore, 
that he should prove his sincerity by being at the 
charges of four poor Nazarites in an act of purification, 
and unite himself with them in spending the week 
in the temple and offering the accustomed offerings. 
"What could St Paul do ? Was he to go back to the 
bondage of the law, having enjoyed the liberty of the 
gospel, in order to remove this reproach ? Or was he 
to show that there was a real moral link between the 
law and the gospel, and that so long as the temple 
stood, the Church was in a state of transition, and 
that until the ordinances, the priesthood, and the cere- 
monial were removed out of the way, he might as a 
Jew continue to observe customs which were a help 
and not a hindrance to holiness ? He had kept the 
vow of a Nazarite at Corinth among the Gentiles, he 
had hastened from Ephesus to keep the feast of Pente- 
cost ; why then should he not perform the act of puri- 
fication in the temple in order to silence the gain- 
sayers, and keep the law as the Loi^S^^waV^^^wj^^"^^- 
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fore him. It was a principle with the apostle that he 
should become a Jew to the Jews, that he might win 
the Jews, and therefore he had no hesitation in follow- 
ing the suggestion of the elders. He went into the 
temple with the four men, and remained until their 
heads were shaved. There was no compromise or in- 
consistency involved in this, but a very instructive ex- 
ample of tenderness of conscience in looking not only 
at our own things, but looking also at the things of 
others. Considering the honour which the Lord had 
put upon the apostle, and the high position which 
he occupied in the Church, one can hardly conceive 
a more touching instance of forbearance and respect 
for the opinions and feelings of others, than this week 
spent by the apostle in the chamber of the Nazarites. 
And now an incident occurred which brought to a 
speedy termination the apostle's sojourn at Jerusalem. 
Certain Jews of Asia, probably some of those who had 
been engaged in controversy with him at Ephesus, and 
who, by reason of the interference of the Gentiles, had 
not been able to commit any act of violence, found 
him in the temple. It was a favourable opportunity 
for them to take vengeance; they had in Jerusalem, 
what they had not at Ephesus, the mob on their side, 
and so they " laid hands upon him, crying out. Men of 
Israel, help : this is the man that teacheth all men every- 
where against the people and the law, and this place, 
and further, brought Greeks into the temple, and hath 
polluted this holy place." " And all the city was moved, 
and the people ran together ; and they took Paul and 



JERUSALEM. 53 

drew him out of the temple, and forthwith the doors 
were shut, and they went about to kill him." Such was 
the bigotry and intolerance of the Jews, and such the 
enmity of the carnal heart against God. The presence 
of a Gentile within the temple was a suflScient reason 
for putting the Jew who accompanied him to death, 
— and so it has been from that day until now. The 
same fanatical zeal is exhibited in mosques and churches 
of the East. Until the last few years, it was death for a 
Christian or a Jew to be seen in the mosque of Omar; and 
it was death to the Jew who dared to enter the church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, unless by chance the guard of 
Turkish soldiers should interfere. I myself remember 
the case of a person who went into the church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, dressed in oriental costume; a sus- 
picion was raised that he was a Jew, and a crowd 
of Latin and Greek priests immediately mobbed him, 
drove him out of the church, pursued him through the 
streets, threatening with stones to put him to death, 
unless he kissed the New Testament, and it was only 
when he assured them he was a Christian and an 
Englishman they ceased to molest him. It was when 
St Paul was in the same imminent danger of his life, 
that the noise of the crowd and the disturbance within 
the temple court attracted the notice of the cap- 
tain and sentries in the fortress of Antonia, who ran 
down with the centurions, and binding him with two 
chains, took him as a criminal into the castle. But 
after much confusion, as he ascended the stairs, the 
chief captain gave him permission to speak to the 
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people. And here, with the marks of violence upon 
him, beaten, bruised, and loaded with chains, St Paul 
beckoned with his J hand to the Jews, and addressed 
them in the Hebrew tongue. The sound of their 
native language at once commanded silence, and the 
crowd listened with breathless attention to the simple 
narrative of the conversion of St Paul. The change 
wrought in him by the power of God, was the only 
argument he used. And this they were content to 
hear, until the word Gentiles was uttered, which pro- 
voked afresh their indignation. Such was their 
violence, that Claudius Lysias, not understanding the 
Hebrew, concluded that Paul had been guilty of some 
gross offence, and therefore thought it necessary to 
remove him into the castle and examine him by torture. 
While they bound him with thongs for scourging, it 
was discovered that he was a free-bom citizen of Eome, 
and the illegal proceeding was stopped at once. 

In order, however, to obtain fuller information, the 
governor, on the following day, called together the 
Sanhedrim, before whom he presented his prisoner for 
examination. 

The apostle, freed from his chain, was allowed to 
speak, but at the close of his first sentence, the high 
priest ordered him to be smitten on the mouth. This 
aroused the spirit of the apostle, who reproved him for 
his injustice, and foretold the judgment which awaited 
him. " God shall smite thee, thou whited wall : for 
sittest thou to judge me after the law, and commandest 
ine to be smitten contrary to the law ? " " They that 
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stood by said, Revilestthou God's high priest?" The 
reply of the apostle implied either that he did not 
know that the high priest had given the order to smite 
him, or that Ananias had obtained the office by some 
illegal means ; in either case, he very humbly acknow- 
ledged the respect due to the office of the priest, but 
did not revoke the prophecy he had uttered against the 
individual, which had its accomplishment in the murder 
of Ananias a few years afterwards. 

And now we have another instance of the tact and 
readiness of the apostle to take advantage of every 
circumstance for the establishment of truth. "His 
earnestly beholding of the council " had enabled him to 
perceive that it was divided, the one part being 
Sadducees, the other Pharisees. He knew that as one 
word, " Gentiles,'' had set the multitude in an uproar 
against himself, so the utterance of another word would 
put the council of the Sanhedrim into a state of dis- 
sension among themselves, and so he cried out, " I am 
a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee, of the hope and re- 
surrection of the dead I am called in question.'' 

The apostasy of the Jewish nation was never more 
manifest than in the scene which followed. Jews, 
infidels, materialists, scribes, sceptics, and unbelievers 
composed the great council of the nation, and when the 
cardinal doctrine of the Bible was called in question, a 
tumult ensued, as fierce within the sacred courts of the 
temple, as it had been on the stairs of the Roman 
Castle. The martrydom of St Paul would have been 
accomplished now, but for the interference of the 
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Eoman guards. And thus the apostle's work at Jeru- 
salem ended. 

Cast down and sad at heart on account of the un- 
belief of his countrymen, he no doubt anticipated a 
cruel death. But " the Lord stood by him in the night 
and comforted him, saying, Be of good cheer, Paul, for 
as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou 
bear witness also at Rome.'' The conspiracy to assassi- 
nate him was defeated by the mysterious interference 
of Providence, and this hastened his departure from 
Jerusalem to Csesarea. Thus again he escaped their 
hands. 

And now, what are the chief lessons to be gathered 
from this visit of St Paul to Jerusalem? 

1. We may see how the gospel expands the mind 
and frees it from prejudice. If there had been a false 
philosophy at Athens, covetousness and vice at Corinth, 
and blind superstition at Ephesus, there was prejudice 
at Jerusalem. And it was over this narrow-minded 
party spirit that the candid and loving conduct of the 
apostle gained so glorious a victory. What could be 
more offensive or unjust than the charge brought 
against him that he bad preached against the law of 
Moses? The answer to this accusation was that of his 
Master, "I came not to destroy, but to fulfil." The law 
is good if a man use it lawfully, and I am come to 
show how the spirit of the gospel gives life to every 
outward service which can in any way contribute to 
the furtherance of holiness. The bigoted one-sided 
partisan says. All observances of the law are bondage 
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and beggarly elements ; and so they are if they are put 
in the place of the doctrine of justification by faith ; 
but if, in the time of transition, they were used as the 
apostle used them, they were a means of advancing the 
standard of holiness. And so the gospel stands like a 
man at the helm, who will employ every means he can 
for keeping the ship in her course and increasing her 
speed. What a blessed truth is this ! There is not a 
single means of doing good in this our world, if not 
contrary to the Word of God, but the Christian can 
take hold of it as a handmaid to lead sinners to Christ 
and holiness. St Paul's purification with the four 
Nazarites may be compared to a Christian joining in 
an institution which has simply for its object the pro- 
motion of temperance, chastity, and honesty. If he can 
only restrain men from Sabbath-breaking, drunkenness, 
uncleanness, and ungodliness, he will give proof of his 
sincerity, not by words, but by deeds, and in no way 
can the gospel be better promoted among the poorer and 
lower classes of society than by sympathy ; alms with- 
out sympathy are but sounding brass. 

2. But this is not all ; the gospel anticipates objec- 
tions by showing the higher and the better way. St 
Paul brought a gift from the Gentiles to the poor 
Jewish Christians. It was enough for him to pre- 
sent this epistle of their love to remove the preju- 
dice of the elders. Again, when he addressed the mob 
from the stairs of the castle, all, or most of all those 
who heard him, must have known his conversation in 
the Jews' religion in time past, and how much he had 
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sacrificed in order to preach that faith which before 
he destroyed. There was no self-exaltation, and no con- 
demnation of others ; the whole question turned upon 
the reaUty of his wonderful conversion ; and then, lastly, 
when he stood before the Sanhedrim, he propounded the 
same truth he had preached at Athens, and appealed 
to the judgment of the antagonistic sects whether the 
great question of the day was not the resurrection of 
the dead. His was the higher life, and it is this which 
the Christian enjoys when he rises to his privilege. 
When the hawk is in pursuit of any bird, the issue 
of the race turns not so much upon which is the 
strongest or largest bird, but upon which of the two can 
fly the highest. Have we never seen a bird of prey 
chased through the air by lesser birds, who soar above, 
and from time to time visit him with punishment ; and 
it is just so with the believer, surrounded as he is with 
prejudice and controversy, with reproach and enmity, 
with temptation and party spirit; but one way of 
escape is open to him — he must rise above it ; he 
must ascend in heart and thought whither his Saviour 
is gone before, and enjoy the liberty wherewith Christ 
has set him free. He walks at liberty when his heart 
is enlarged. If St Paul claimed his liberty as a free- 
born citizen of Rome, much more did he assert his 
spiritual emancipation as a citizen of the heavenly 
Jerusalem, a fellow-citizen with the saints, and of the 
household of God. 

3. And this leads us to a third lesson, namely, the 
calm and peaceful spirit which the gospel promotes. 
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Throughout the whole of his journey from Philippi 
to Jerusalem, danger and anticipation of suffering 
were continually before the apostle, but none of 
these things moved him during the exciting events at 
Jerusalem ; the same undisturbed presence of mind 
attended him ; his addresses to the elders, to the mob, 
to the Sanhedrim, and his appeal to the centurion 
when the executioners were binding him with thongs, 
" Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman 
and uncondemned ? " — all mark the quiet settled habit 
of mind which was rooted and grounded in the love of 
Christ. '' Great peace have they who love Thy law, and 
nothing shall offend them." The Christian stands .upon 
a Rock, and partakes of the firmness and stability of 
the rock, in his intercourse with the world. Fellow- 
ship with an unseen Saviour gives him a confidence of 
which the world knows nothing. " I have set the Lord 
always before me, I shall not be moved," is an unfail- 
ing remedy against the fear of man. The prisoner 
of the Lord has more peace than his oppressors, and he 
will stand unmoved like an oak among the bending 
grass and reeds, while Jews, Turks, infidels, heretics, 
half-hearted professors, and backsliding hypocrites, 
are contending with one another for the prizes of 
earthly wisdom and power. 

" Unmoved by aU we have to meet 
On life's tempestuous sea, 
Hard shall be easy, bitter sweet, 
So we may follow Thee." 



V. 



MALTA 




jaAMrii^^ML: 



MALTA. 

Acts xxviii. 1-6. 

" And when they w&*e escaped, then they knew that the island 
was called Melita, And the barbarous people shewed us no 
little kindness : for they kindled a fire^ and received us every 
one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. And 
when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid ikem on 
the fire, there carne a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his 
hand. And when the barbarians saw the venemous beast hang 
on his hand, they said among themselves. No doubt this man is 
a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance 
suffereth not to live. And he shook off the beast into the fire, and 
fdt no harm. Ebwbeit they looked when he shoxdd have swollen, 
or fallen down dead suddenly; but, after they had looked a 
great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their 
minds, and said that he was a god.^* 

We have in the preceding lectures noticed the 
readiness and power with which the apostle adapted 
his preaching to the circumstances in which he was 
placed ; we are now to view him under a somewhat 
different aspect. We are to consider his conduct as a 
prisoner among prisoners on his way to take his trial 



66 FROM ATBCENS TO ROME. 

at Eome, as a traveller among travellers, as a sailor 
among sailors, and we shall see the effect of bis genuine 
religious principle in his prudence in foreseeing evil, 
his habit of prayer, his presence of mind and courage, 
his consideration for others, and lastly, his intense 
practical energy, in the midst of the perils and hard- 
ships which he endured. And for all this he claimed 
no merit to himself; by the grace of God he was what 
he was. There can be no greater mistake than to 
suppose that if a man is decided, strict, and spirit- 
ually minded as St Paul, it will unfit him for the 
ordinary duties of life, hinder his usefulness in society, 
and mar his happiness. If we want an argument to 
prove this, we could not adopt a better than is sup^ 
plied to us in the 27th and 28th chapters of Acts. 

I will notice, first, some of the most important facts 
in the voyage from Csesarea to Malta, and then draw 
from them the lessons applicable to ourselves. 

It is said, I believe, upon good authority, that Lord 
Nelson read the 27th chapter of the Acts the night bo- 
fore the battle of Copenhagen, and that he took the 
idea of anchoring his ships by the stem, from the 
account given in the 29th verse. Whether this inci- 
dent in the life of our great naval hero be true or not, 
there can be no doubt that the chapter has been a 
subject of great interest to many naval officers and 
scientific men, who have most carefully and closely 
criticised the narrative, some of whom have published 
comments upon it, and we are indebted to Mr Smith* 

* Smith's "Voyage and Shipwreck of St Paul." 
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for the most elaborate and minute investigation of 
details which has yet appeared ; and when we remem- 
ber that the writer of the Acts was not by profession a 
sailor, but the beloved physician, it is worthy of our 
especial admiration how accurately in every point 
the history has been given * And we may from 
this chapter, confirm the statement which has been 
again and again made with reference to the Scriptures, 
namely, that although the Bible is not a book of 
science, or intended to teach science, yet it is not op- 
posed to science, and whenever we have the full 
opportunity and requisite amount of information to 
test the facts which it records, we shall find that it is 
true from the beginning to the end. " The words of 
the Lord are pure words ; as silver tried in a furnace 
of earth purified seven times." 

After remaining two years in prison at Caesarea, it 
was determined at last that Paul and certain other 
prisoners should go by sea into Italy in the custody of 
Julius, a centurion of Augustus' band. They accord- 
ingly embarked in a ship bound for Myra, a city of 
Lycia. We are not told what was the size of the 
vessel, but as they were to sail by the coast of Asia, we 
may suppose that it was one of the ordinary coasting 
vessels with very inadequate accommodation. There 

* No one writer in the whole range of Greek and Eoman litera- 
ture has supplied us (it may be doubted whether aU put together 
have supplied us) with so much information concerning the 
merchant ships of the ancients, as St Luke in the narrative of St. 
PauVs voyage to Rome. — Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, Art, 
" Ship.*' 
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are, at this moment, above 200 persons in this church, 
with nearly every seat occupied ; figure to yourselves 
276 persons on board one of these rudely constructed 
ancient ships, in addition to its ordinary crew and 
cargo, and you will know what sufferings and fatigue 
the apostle and his fellow-prisoners must have endured 
as they made their slow voyage in the face of contrary 
winds to Myra. Here, no doubt for good reasons, the 
centurion changed the ship, and finding a larger vessel, 
which had arrived from Alexandria and was on its way 
to Italy, he put the prisoners therein. The wind 
continuing to blow from the south-west, they took a 
southerly course and came to the island of Crete, where 
they anchored in the harbour called the Fair Havens, 
waiting for a change of wind. But the time of the 
equinox had arrived, and those who were well ac- 
quainted with the Mediterranean would know that 
stormy weather might be expected. At this juncture, 
when, as we may gather from the context, there was a 
difference of opinion, some advising to depart and 
some to stay, St Paul gave his judgment, saying, 
" Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt 
and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but 
also of our lives." It might be said that it was a 
piece of impertinence for a landsman to offer advice to 
sailors, but we must not forget that St Paul had much 
experience of perils in the sea. He had sailed again 
and again along the shores of Asia Minor and Greece, 
and the opinion which he had given, might have been 
based upon his good, practical, common sense, or upon 
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liis characteristic prudence, or rather upon that sanc- 
tified judgment which is given to those who live 
habitually in communion with God ; for instances are 
not wanting in the experience of most of us, in which 
some praying humble-minded person has foreseen evil 
and given the best counsel in time of perplexity, while 
others, with higher pretensions, have fallen into error. 
Let us not forget that " godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that now is." Wis- 
dom is better than strength, and when we think of a 
Joseph being made viceroy of Egjrpt, David king of 
Israel, Daniel prime minister of Babylon, or Esther 
queen of Persia, we cannot doubt that God will, in 
answer to prayer, fit us for any circumstances into 
which His providence may bring us. He will guide us 
with His counsel, and give us strength as our day. 
Give me a man of prayer for my counsellor, — I do not 
say he will be as wise or acute as the men of this 
world, — I do not say that on board ship he will know all 
that a seaman ought to know, — ^but still, give me a man 
of prayer for my coimsellor, and very especially in 
time of trouble, when circumstances arise over which 
the wisdom of man has no control, as in the case be- 
fore us. 

St Paul was in a minority. The centurion be- 
lieved the master and the owner of the ship more 
than those things which were spoken by Paul, and 
the most part advised to depart. Who was right? 
Majorities may err, and do err continually, and it is 
no safe rule to follow the cry of the multitude. We 
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must judge according to truth. When Micaiah was 
called to give his advice, he stood alone against all the 
prophets, and it would have been well for Jehoshaphat 
if he had taken heed to his counsel, but he, like thou- 
sands of others, preferred the opinion of men to the 
word of the living God. " If any man lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not/' 

Upon their first loosing from the Fair Havens, they 
had the wind from the south, which gave them hopes 
that, by keeping close to Crete, they might obtain their 
purpose ; but not long after, the weather changed, and a 
gale of wind from east-north-east arose, which drove 
them out of their course, and obliged them to run for 
shelter under the lee of an island called Clauda. Here 
they took up their boat with much difficulty, and un- 
dergirded the ship with ropes.* It must have been a 
moment of imminent danger, for if they had gone 
before the wind, they would have run upon the quick- 
sands of the African coast. To avoid this, they '^ strake 
sail," or in other words, put the ship into the position 
called *Mying to," in which she had just sail enough 
to keep her to the wind, and to make a little headway, 
while, from the force of the wind, she was continually 
drifting to leeward at the rate of thirty miles a day. 
Thus by making a slight progress northward, she 

* This, in modem language, is called "Frapping/* Lord Ex- 
mouth (then Captain Pellew) brought home the Arethuaa from 
Newfoundland with hawsers round her. And the Albion man-of- 
war, after the battle of Navarino, was brought home to Portsmouth 
frapped with chain cables. — Howson and Conyheare, 
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escaped the quicksands, while she drifted slowly in a 
westerly direction, and this she continued to do for a 
fortnight. Now, if any one will examine a map, and 
measure the distance between Malta and Crete, he 
will find that a ship, going at the rate of thirty miles a 
day for fourteen days, will just make four hundred and 
twenty miles, which is very nearly the exact distance 
which separates the two islands. It would be diflScult 
to conceive the discomfort and suffering of these four- 
teen day& The ship creaking in every plank, and 
scarcely held together by the precautions which had 
been used, pitching, rolling, and heaving amidst the 
foam, and covered from time to time with waves ; with 
two hundred and seventy-six passengers, exposed day 
and night to the wet and cold, unable to do anything 
to ease or help the labouring vessel They had no 
food, no dielter, no rest. The heathen gave themselves 
up to despair. But there was one man who had been 
looking above, to Him whom the winds and waves 
obey. While all had been shrouded in darkness, for 
neither sun, nor stars, nor moon appeared, he had been 
calling upon the Lord ; if there was a corner of that 
crowded miserable deck in which a man could fall upon 
his knees and pray, there Paul had been supplicating 
mercy, and interceding for the souls of his fellow- 
travellers. And the Lord hearkened and heard, and 
sent His angel In the night, saying, '' Fear not, Paul ; 
thou must be brought before Caesar : audio, God hath 
given thee all them that sail with thee." 

It was at the moment '' when all hope that they 
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should be saved was taken away, and after long abstin- 
ence/' that Paul addressed his fellow-travellers, and 
said, " Sirs, be of good cheer." The centurion might 
remember how, upon a former occasion, Festus had 
reproved his prisoner, saying, " Paul, thou art beside 
thyself; much learning hath made thee mad." But he 
would not be disposed to accuse him of madness TWWy 
among that large company of half-starved, trembling, 
hopeless sailors, — he was the only one who retained his 
self-possession. He reminded them of their neglect of his 
warning in Crete, and assured them of their personal 
safety, "Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain 
island." 

The prophecy was fulfilled. When the four- 
teenth night was come, about midnight, the shipmen 
deemed that they drew near to some country, and by 
sounding found that the depth of water was rapidly 
reduced from twenty to fifteen fathoms, and fearing 
lest they should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four 
anchors out of the stern, and waited for the day. It 
must have been an anxious season, as they listened to 
the roar of the breakers, and longed for the return of 
light. The impatience of the sailors added to their fears, 
for they had let down the boat with the intention of 
deserting the ship, at the very time when their greatest 
exertions would be required to save the lives of alL 
And now, the influence of the righteous man is felt 
St Paul admonishes the centurion that any distrust of 
the promise which Qod had made to him, would in- 
volve them in certain death. *' Except these abide in 
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the ship, ye cannot be saved." The centurion obeys his 
prisoner, and the soldiers prevent the sailors from 
accomplishing their selfish purpose. At length, as 
the time approached, when they are to make the last 
struggle for their lives, St Paul besought them to pre- 
pare for the effort. He might have expected that the 
spirits of the passengers would have revived, and that 
they would have been in a state of much excitement 
in the prospect of speedy deliverance, but the picture 
presented to us in the 33d, 34th, and 35th verses is 
one of a feeble, famished, exhausted company of 
people, who had lost all vigour and power of self- 
preservation. The person to take the lead in giving 
advice should have been the hardy captain and his 
crew. But here, again, we are to see the man of prayer 
bringing out the resources of practical wisdom. Some 
might have asked, Where is Paul? Is he on his 
knees, praising God, and singing hymns, indulging 
in some enthusiastic extravagance ? No t Paul be- 
sought them all to take meat. '' This day is the 
fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued 
fasting, having taken nothing. Wherefore I pray you 
to take some meat, for this is for your health. And 
he took bread and gave thanks to God, in the presence 
of them all, and began to eat. Then were they all of 
good cheer, and[they also took some meat." And when 
they had eaten enough, they used all means for lighten- 
ing the ship, and following the advice of the apostle, 
they succeeded finally in escaping all safe to land. It 
is not difficult to realise the scene, as one stands 
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upon the rocks commanding a view over the little bay, 
now called St Paul's Bay. The shelving sandy haven, 
protected from the rush of waters, " where the two seas 
mef on either side of the island, forming a sort 
of breakwater at its entrance, would be just the spot 
a mariner with a disabled ship would seek to run 
ashore. And here, too, we may imagine the groups of 
shipwrecked men, received by the barbarous people, 
who kindled a fire because of the present rain, and 
because of the cold. 

Again, Where is St Paul? Where is the man 
who has been their adviser and comforter through- 
out their sufierings, and to whose prayers they 
owe their deliverance? He is not idle. He is not 
seeking his own glory, in the praises or thanks which 
they would have been ready to bestow upon him. No; 
he was gathering a bundle of sticks to lay on the 
fire. Earnest and watchful to use every opportunity 
of ministering to others. How intensely practical 
is Christianity! Our Lord went about everywhere 
preaching the gospel, and. doing good. He came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister. He girded 
Himself with a towel and washed His disciples' feet, 
bidding them to follow His example, and wash one 
another's feet. The real Christian will be found 
walking in his Master's steps. He wiU use all and 
every means of usefulness ; his object is to do good as 
opportunity is given him. It was but a slender help 
which St Paul rendered with his bundle of sticks, but 

mm tlie oxdj qemee he could render at the moment, 
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and he rendered it And this suggests to us a very 
important lesson. For there are many who, with good 
desires, are deterred from taking part in active service 
for God, because they have not a sufficient amount of 
means at their command. The whole teaching of 
Scripture leads to the very opposite conclusion. The 
grain of mustard-seed, the smallest of all seeds, is to 
hecome a tree. The little leaven is to leaven the 
whole lump. The largest and most honoured acts of 
self-denial are, the widow's mite, the box of ointment, 
and the cup of cold water. To do what we can under 
the circumstances, and the best we can, is what the 
Lord honours. 

" Content to fill a little space. 
If God be glorified ! " 

I have already noticed how the spirit of prayer 
sanctifies the judgment ; let me add, how communion 
with an unseen Saviour strengthens and calms the 
spirit in times of danger and perplexity, when prompt 
and decisive action is required. There are many per- 
sons who, in seasons of great excitement, are totally 
incapable of making any effort, and many who, having 
no stay beyond the arm of flesh, yield to the oppres- 
sion of an unrestrained nervous temperament. Now, 
we do not say that there are not some physical natures 
peculiarly exposed to occasional experience of ner- 
vous weakness, but the true remedy is to be found 
in habitual communion with Jesus. It is this which 
gives what is called presence of mind and decision in 
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the midst of danger. There is a remarkable instance of 
the lack of this in the biography of the infidel Volney. 
It is recorded of him that being once on a voyage in 
the Mediterranean, they were overtaken by a tremend- 
ous tempest which placed the ship in imminent danger. 
The passengers were alarmed, and gave expression to 
their fears in a variety of ways ; but there was one 
terrified beyond measure, whom it was impossible to 
restrain, and who was incessantly occupied in uttering 
cries of frantic despair. It was Volney, who had 
made his boast that he had no fear of death, of judg- 
ment, or of hell. " The wicked flee when no man pur- 
sueth, but the righteous is bold as a lion." " In the fear 
of the Lord is strong confidence, and His children shall 
have a place of refuge." 

Lastly, we may learn the blessing which attends 
every efibrt we make in the service of God. This is of 
great importance to those who are continually hearing 
the gospel. We know that in Christ we have a finished 
and everlasting salvation, a free and full pardon for 
the guilt of sin, and a perfect righteousness to cover 
all our iniquity. In our living Eedeemer we have a 
loving and sympathising friend at the right hand of 
God, who sticketh closer than a brother, but this 
is no excuse for indifierence or indolence, for we are 
told to labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for 
that which endureth unto everlasting life, — to strive to 
enter into the strait gate, — to work out our salvation, 
— ^to grow in grace, in virtue, and godliness, — ^to bring 
forth much fruit. And it is then in obedience to these 
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principles that the Christian is not satisfied with sensa- 
tional religion, or a mere modicum of holiness, but he 
will always be pressing towards the mark for the prize 
of his high calling in Christ Jesus. Giving all diligence, 
he will, through the help of God, add to his faith 
courage, and every other grace. A sailor, when 
the wind is fair, will not be satisfied with setting his 
lower sails, but will crowd his canvas upon every yard, 
and spar, and stay, sail after sail, until his stock is 
exhausted, and, like a bird with every feather of its 
wings spread out before the wind, will strain every 
nerve to have an abundant entrance to the haven 
whither he is boimd. It is thus the Christian will 
labour in season and out of season to catch the gentle 
breath of the blessed Spirit of God, in order that he 
may have a full reward, and when he has finished his 
course and left the storms and perils of this mortal life 
far, far behind, he will rest in the Paradise of God, 
where there will be no more night, and no more sea. 

** There he wiU bathe his weary soul 
In seas of heavenly rest, 
And not a wave of trouble roll 
Across his peaceful breast" 
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Acts xxviii. 16, 30, 31. 

"And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the 
yri^oners to the captain of the guard : hut Paul was suffered 
dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him^^ " And Paul 
Iwdt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all 
hat came unto him, preojching the kingdom of God, and teach- 
ng those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all 
onfidence, no man forbidding him.^^ 

!t Paul made two journeys to Eome, the first recorded 
tt my text, the second about seven years afterwards, 
rhen he received the crbWn of martyrdom. The 
Epistles written during that period supply much 
Qtetesting information of the state of the apostle's 
aind, as he grew in grace and preparedness for the 
eavenly kingdom. And this is a point to be specially 
oticed, because the last years bf his life were spent in 
lie endurance of suffering, and "in filling up that which 
J behind of the afflictions of Christ in his flesh for his 
ody's sake, which is the Church." Much as we have 
efen of the grace of Grod it the persecutions^ which he 
ndured at Corinth, Bphesus, or Jeruiialem, there is no 
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place in which the power of his Christian wisdom, humi- 
lity, and fortitude, was more conspicuous than at Eome. 
In the imperial city he was brought face to face with the 
highest authorities of the world, under circumstances of 
the greatest weakness. But however great his testi- 
mony may have been on Mars Hill, or in the-Forum of 
Ephesus, it was never greater, than when he preached 
in the Prsetorium at Rome, loaded with chains and 
handcuffed to a soldier. 

In order to form a just estimate of the grace given 
to St Paul, we must bear in mind the circumstances 
under which he came to Rome. From the time that 
he was apprehended in the temple at Jerusalem, he 
had been a prisoner — for two years he was in prison 
at Csesarea, — the voyage and the shipwreck at Malta 
had exposed him to extraordinary fatigue and suffering, 
and now he was approaching the great city of Rome, 
at that time containing a population of more than two 
millions of inhabitants, as large as London ten years 
ago. He had made his appeal to Caesar, an empe- 
ror of notoriously vicious and cruel character. One's 
heart sinks when the name of Nero is mentioned. 
Nero was a brute, whose hands were stained with the 
blood of three murders. He had murdered his mother, 
he had murdered his young and beautiful wife, he had 
murdered his foster-brother; and this was the man 
who, in all probability, would preside in person at the 
trial, and if not, would give to the proceedings and 
judgments the impress of his own character. And 
there were reasons which would certainly lead him to 
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look with more favour upon the accusers than upon 
the accused. For the Jews had brought certain charges 
against the apostle, and Nero's wife was a Jewess ; she 
was an abandoned woman whom he had lately married, 
not a Jewess by birth, but a convert to Judaism, and, 
as is frequently the case with such persons, more bigoted 
against the Christians than even the Jews themselves. 
This woman would without doubt use all her influence 
to prejudice her husband against the apostle. In addi- 
tion to this, there would of necessity be a considerable 
delay before the trial could take place. St Paul would 
have to wait until his accusers came from Jerusalem, dur- 
ing which time (and it proved to be two years) he would 
be kept in close custody under the care of a soldier, to 
whom he was chained night and day, and consequently 
without a moment to himself. And all this with a 
heart burning with zeal for Christ, for the progress of 
the churches which he had been the means of founding, 
and for the thousands upon thousands of perishing 
heathen in the great metropolis. All these things 
were against him, and when we contemplate the faith- 
fulness, the diligence, and the patience of St Paul under 
these adverse circumstances, we have a proof of divine 
grace, love, and power, such as the history of the 
Church has seldom, if ever, recorded from that time 
until now. 

A corn-laden ship from Alexandria, which had 
wintered at Malta, brought the centurion and his 
prisoners through the straits of Messina to Puteoli, or 
Pozzuoli, as it is now called, the chief port of Rome. 



84 FBOM ATHENS TO BOME. 

Here, for the first time, the apostle beheld the lovely 
scenery of the southern coast of Italy. If the eye of 
the traveller gazes now with delight on the surpassing 
beauty of the bay of Naples, what must it have been 
before the eruptions of Vesuvius desolated the country, 
burying the cities of Herculaneum and Pompeii in 
ashes. When the Castor and Pollux crossed from 
Capri to the island of Ischia, there was no murky colbmn 
of smoke from the volcano, no streams of lava, no 
patches of burned vineyards and barren plains. The 
whole line of coast, the moimtain sides, the undulating 
slopes, lawns, and terraces, were covered with a succes- 
sion of farms, parks, orchards, and gardens, and studded 
with cities, villages, palaces, and villas, the choice resi- 
dences of the wealthy aristocracy of Bome. The bright 
sun and the blue sea reflected back, as in a mirror, the 
ever-changing variety of light, and shade, and colour- 
ing. All that art and nature could contribute out of 
their resources had been exhausted in making this 
region the resort of all who sought healthy and 
pleasure, and self-indulgence. Puteoli, with the ad- 
joining city of Baiae, the favourite bathing place of the 
emperors, with the crowded harbour and sjdendid 
quays, gave further evidence of wealth and magnifi- 
cence, so that, when the apostle set his foot on the 
head shore of Italy, he felt that he was approaching tie 
centre of civilisation, the most populous and most 
powerful city in the world. He had before him a jour* 
ney of one hundred and twenty miles, which he must 
perform on foot, and he would have to make his entry 
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into Borne in the company of prisoners and in the 
bonds of a prisoner. But God did not leave him with- 
out comfort and encouragement on the way. There 
were Christians at Bome with whom the apostle had 
been in correspondence; he had written a letter to 
them about four years previously, expressing his desire 
and readiness to come and '^ preach the gospel to them 
also that were at Some/' And as he did not build 
upon another man's foundation, nor is there any men-- 
tion of any other of the apostles having been at Rome 
before him, we conclude that St Paul was the first of 
the apostles to visit the Church of Eome. And if the 
Ohureh of Eome puts in her claim for supremacy, she 
must derive it from the primacy of St Paul, and not of 
St Peter. In the last chapter of St Paul's Epistle to 
the Romans, we find a list of nearly thirty Christians, 
some of them converted Jews, others from among the 
Gentiles, to whom St Paul had ministered at Corinth 
and other parts of Greece and Asia. Among them we 
have the names of Aquila and Priscilla, who had re- 
turned to Rome now that Claudius was diead. Epene- 
tus was there, Andronicus, and Junia, and Aristobulus, 
— these, and a few others, formed the little flock who 
had been with many prayers expecting the arrival of St 
Paul. Some of them had journeyed as far as Puteoli 
to welcome him upon his landing, others, not able to 
make so long a journey, went out as far as Appii 
Forum, others came to a place ten miles nearer to the 
city, called the Three Taverns, and thus the procession 
increased in numbers as it approached the gates of 
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' Borne. It must have been a strange sight to the Ro- 
man citizens to see the centurion and his prisoners, 
attended by a company of the despised Christians,- 
marching along their streets with every demonstration 
of joy on their faces, as if they were welcoming a hero 
rather than conducting a prisoner to his celL They 
little knew how great a man was entering their city. 
Rome had seen many grand occasions of rejoicing 
when her generals returned in triumph from their cam- 
paigns, bringing with them the spoils of conquered 
nations and the richest treasures of the world ; but 
there was never such a spectacle for men and angels as 
when the poor Christians accompanied Paul in his 
chains to the Prsetorium. This eflfort of brotherly 
kindness was specially precious to the apostle at that 
moment, for he was evidently sad at the prospect of all 
that was before him, but " when he saw the brethren, 
he thanked God, and took courage," (ver. 15.) He had 
practical evidence that the Word had not been preached 
in vain, and he was comforted by the sympathy of the 
Church. 

And now we have to trace the overruling providence 
of God, which made the things which were most con- 
trary to the apostle, to be in his favour, and the things 
which might have frustrated, to be the means of fur- 
thering the gospel. We must notice, first, the distinc- 
tion observed between St Paul and the other prisoners. 
*' When we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the 
prisoners to the captain of the guard. But Paul was 
suflFered to dwell by himself, with a soldier that kept 
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him." As a Eoman citizen, and as yet uncondemned, 
he had certain privileges granted to him ; he was per- 
mitted to dwell in his own hired house, and not in the 
common prison, but it was close to the prison, and to 
the palace of the emperor, and consequently in a part 
of the town where a large body of soldiers were con- 
stantly on guard. Here then, under the protection 
of a military force, St Paul could invite the Jews to 
visit him, to whom he could preach the gospel without 
fear of violence or of tumult. No one could lay hands 
upon him, or excite the mob against him, as they 
might have done if he had been preaching in the streets 
or crowded thoroughfares ; he had more liberty to de- 
clare the whole counsel of God under the shadow of 
Nero's palace, than he had in the temple at Jerusalem. 
He was able, in the presence of the chief of the Jews, 
to clear himself of the charges which were laid against 
him, and to explain to them that it was not for some 
unscriptural or immoral oflfence that he was brought 
there, but for " the hope of Israel he was bound with 
that chain." The Jews listened with respect, and de- 
sired further instruction, confessing the prejudice with 
which they regarded the sect which was ever3nvhere 
spoken against ; and as upon a fixed day he expounded 
to them from morning until evening the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, "Some believed the things which 
were spoken, and some believed not." And Paul de- 
livered his final testimony against those who rejected 
the counsel of God, in the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, quoted by our Lord himself, (Matt. xiii. 14, 15 :) 
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" Go unto this people and say, ^earing ye shall hear, 
and shall not understand ; and seeing ye shall ^ee, and 
not perceive." (Isa. vi 9.) Thus converts were mi^de 
from among the Jews. 

But others came to hear this notable priso^er, who 
were, humanly speaking, as far as possible from the 
kingdom of God. These were officers and attendants 
of the emperor, who, from curiosity or other causes, 
were drawn to hear what this new preacher had to 
say. And to them the Word came in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, so that we hear of *' saints 
in Caesar's household." Nor was the progress of truth 
confined to those who were without— the inmates of 
the prison formed a congregation for the apostle. We 
have the aflfecting anecdote of the conversion of Onesi- 
mus, the runaway slave, who was brought to repent- 
ance in the prison and sent back to his master, not now 
as a servant, but " above a servant, a brother beloved/' 
Nor was this all. If one hand was bound with a chain, 
the other was at liberty ; and the apostle found time and 
opportunity for penning the Epistles to the Colossi^s 
Ephesians, Philippians, and Philemon. In these, by 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, the apostle gave to 
the Church some of the deepest and richest exposi- 
tions of divine truth, by which the saints have been re- 
freshed and comforted in all ages. " The Word of God 
is not bound." The preacher may be in bonds, but his 
thoughts and experience will find expression either by 
his lips or his letters, insomuch that some of the most 
precious utterances of the Holy Ghost are to be found 



KQMB. 89 

in the writings of saints in prison. At the end ^f two 
years the acetisers came from Jerusalem^ and St Paul 
was tried before the Supreme Court of Appeal. No 
doubt, great interest was excited. The heathen were 
naturally opposed to the new doctaine ; the Jews, en- 
couraged by the patronage of Nero's queen, were more 
bitter than ever ; and the little band of Christians had 
no refuge but in prayer. But St PaiJ, like his 
Master, was innocent of the charges laid against him, 
and a verdict of acquittal was pronouDced. Thus was 
he set at liberty, and the '* the Word of the Lord had 
free course, and was glorified." 

It remains for us to collect a few facts connected 
with the last years of the apostle's life. From Eome 
St Paul travelled into Macedonia, Asia Minor, and 
Spain, and during hisabsence a great persecution arose in 
Eome against the Christians. The emperor Nero, from 
whim or caprice, caused the city to be set on fire, in order 
that he might enjoy the brutal pleasure of beholding 
the ^andeur of the conflagration and the misery of his 
subjects. It is said that half the city was destroyed, 
and lest any suspicion should rest upon the real author 
of the fire, Nero charged the Christians with the 
ofifence. Great was the indignation of the Boman 
people, and great the persecution against the Christians, 
— sonae were crucified — some, disguised in the skins 
pf beasts, and hunted to death with dogs — some 
wrapped in robes covered with pitch, and set on fire 
at night that they might illuminate the gardens of 
Nero, who delighted in watching them writhing in 
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their agonies. It was in the midst of this persecution 
that St Paul was brought to Borne a second time ; and 
we gather from the last Epistle which he wrote during 
his imprisonment the circumstances which preceded 
his martyrdom. In the Second Epistle to Timothy, 
we find that the position of the apostle was entirely 
changed from that which it was at his first visit. 
Most of his former friends had left Rome. Timothy 
was gone — " Demas hath forsaken me, having loved 
this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica, 
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. Only Luke 
is with me." Now he is in the common prison treated 
as a malefactor, and only visited by those who will ex- 
pose themselves to reproach for Christ's sake, ''The 
Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus, for he 
oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain ; 
but when he was in Rome he sought me out very 
diligently and found me." His accusers are not Jews, 
the craftsmen of idolatry are placed in the witness-box, 
and Alexander, the coppersmith, from Ephesus, greatly 
withstood his words, and did him much evil. In the 
court no one stood by him — all forsook him, and he is 
condemned to torture and death. The Colosseum was 
not yet built, but it is highly probable that in some of 
the circuses, of which there were several, St Paul was 
exposed to the wild beasts.* The statement in 2 Tim. 
iv. 17, seems to favour such a supposition. He had to 

* 1 Cor. XY. 32. It IB difficult to put a figurative sense upon this 
expression. In the heat of persecution, the privileges of even a 
Koman citizen might be ignored. 
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stand in the midst of the crowded amphitheatre alone. 
But he was not afraid or ashamed. The Lord stood by 
him and strengthened him, that by him the preaching 
might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might 
hear, **and he was delivered from the mouth of the lion." 
The mouths of these wild beasts were miraculously 
stopped while the apostle proclaimed the glorious gospel 
of the grace of God. His last sermon was addressed to 
the largest congregation. And then he was led out of the 
city, and, like his master, suffered without the gate. 
Devout persons took up his headless corpse, and carried 
it to the burial, probably in the catacombs, which, at 
that time, served the double purpose of a sanctuary to 
the persecuted Christians, and a cemetery for their dead. 

And what is the apostle's hope ? what his dying ex- 
perience? Let this be the concluding word of exhorta- 
tion to us all. 

1. A supreme belief in the word of inspiration. 

Deep and real as was the apostle's conviction of the 
truth of Revelation, nowhere do we find so full a testi- 
mony to the authority and sufficiency of the Word of 
God as in his dying charge to Timothy, "All scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of Grod, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works." This is 
the foundation of all doctrine — the foundation of the 
Church, which is " built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself beiDg the 
chief comer-stone." The ripening experience of St 
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Paul brought him to this conclusion ; and we may be 
assured that in the midst of the conflict of opinion, of 
scepticism, of heresy^ and apostai^ from the faith once 
delivered to the saints, the one only pathway of safety is 
to be found in patient and prayerful and intelligent study 
of scripture. " In Thy light shall we see light" Let 
science and philosophy in every department be studied, 
developed and honoured ; but let them never be re- 
garded otherwise than as handmaids to revelation. 
In the prospect of an unseen future, faith has no 
resting-place bat in the revealed promise of an onmi- 
potent, an eternal, and immutable God. 

2. The nature of the reward which the apostle ex- 
pected to receive. 

In the review of his past life the apostle had com- 
fort, knowing by whose grace and strength he had 
laboured as much or more than any of the apostles. 
He could say, I have fought a good fight — I have finished 
my course — I have kept the faith. As a warrior, as a 
runner in the race, as a watchman, I have done what I 
could-r-rbut in looking forward he claims no merit or 
return for his service. There is a crown laid up for 
him — but it is a crown of righteousness ; and Paul has 
no righteousness of his own, for if he had, all his zeal 
and self-sacrifice was a series of self-deception and 
hypocrisy. It was from Rome that he had written to 
the Philippians, saying, " Yea, doubtless, and I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord ; for whom I have suflTered 
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that 
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I may win Christ and be found in Him not having 
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
the righteousness which is of God by faith. And it 
was not likely that he should change his opinion in 
his last moments. This crown of righteousness is 
to be given to him by the Righteous Judge. The 
grand doctrine of justification by faith only, without 
the deeds of the law, had been the subject of his Epistle 
to the Bromans, and forms the cardinal point in the 
apostle's mind between truth and error, life and death, 
salvation and condemnation. This was his latest ex- 
perience. The faithful saying, and worthy of all accep- 
tation, that Christ Jesus .came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom he was chief, stood by him in a 
dying hour. He could not say, as he saw the martyr's 
crown above his head, I am not a sinner ; he could 
not say, as he looked forward to the glorious appearing 
of Christ, I am not a suflferer. Unworthy of less 
than the least of aU His mercies, Paul's highest attain- 
ment in faith, love, and hope never rose higher than 
the confession that he was a sinner saved by grace, and 
that the crown of righteousness would be given to him 
by the Righteous Judge, and not to him only, but unto 
all them also who love His appearing. And what more 
do we want for a dying hour ? The sure word of pro- 
mise — the finished work of Christ. What more do we 
want ? Yes, — this one thing, to see Him as He is, and 
to be like Him. When we " awake up after His like- 
ness, we shall be satisfied.'* 
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